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CONTINUES TO BE STRONG; HOWEVER 
INVENTORY REMAINS CHALLENGED.” 

Maren Brisson-Kuester, president of the Charlotte Regional Realtor 
Association, on the organization’s January report. 
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Constructive data
Building permits awarded in Mecklenburg County

Current 12-month period   

18,495  V  8.1%
Value: $2.777B  V  0.15%

Previous 12-month period   17,116 
Value: $2.773B   

More stats on page 7
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AGC and DOL look to ramp 
up construction safety efforts

BY ERIC DINKINS

A state contractors’ group is taking 
action to better educate construction 
workers about safety on the job in 
response to an increased number of 
construction deaths in 2014. 

There were 19 construction fa-
WDOLWLHV�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�ODVW�\HDU��
ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�
workplace fatalities, and there were 
12 more construction fatalities in 2014 
WKDQ�LQ������

“We are working every day to offer 
the training needed to avoid these 
tragedies and we will be ramping up 
efforts in light of the latest numbers,” 
VDLG�'DYH�6LPSVRQ��LQWHULP�SUHVLGHQW�
DQG�&(2�RI�&DUROLQDV�$VVRFLDWHG�*HQ-
eral Contractors, in a statement. 

Counties in the Charlotte region ac-
counted for more construction worker 
fatalities in 2014 than any other part 
of the state, according to preliminary 
GDWD�UHFHQWO\�UHOHDVHG�E\�WKH�1�&��
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��

Mecklenburg, Union, Lincoln and 
Cleveland counties combined for seven 
construction fatalities. Two of the 
fatalities were in Mecklenburg County; 
three were in Union County, and Lin-
coln and Cleveland counties each had 
one construction fatality. 

New workers, more work

1�&��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU�&RPPLV-
sioner Cherie Berry said two possible 
explanations were increases in both 
the number of inexperienced workers 
and the amount of construction work 
being done.

 “Whether the workers are new to 
the industry or returning after the lull 
in construction that began in 2007, 
the workers need training or refresher 
training before starting the job, train-
ing that we provide at no cost to the 
employer,” she said in a statement.  

Although the number of total work-
place fatalities in 2014 was nearly 
GRXEOH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�IDWDOLWLHV�LQ������
²����FRPSDUHG�ZLWK����²�WKH�QXPEHU�

RI�IDWDOLWLHV�WKDW�RFFXUUHG�LQ������ZDV�
XQXVXDOO\�ORZ�������KDG�WKH�ORZHVW�
number of workplace fatalities in at 
least 10 years, and 2005 had the most 
workplace fatalities during that same 
time period with 68.

7KH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU�UHSRUWHG�
that the majority of workplace injuries 
occur from improper training, failure 
to recognize hazards and workers’ 
inability to execute proper responses to 
remain safe around hazards.

To better prepare construction 
workers, Carolinas AGC plans to add 
PRUH�LQGXVWU\�VSHFLÀF�WUDLQLQJ��DQG�
lower the cost of its training programs. 

“Safety is the number one priority,” 
said Bill Stricker, CAGC vice presi-
dent of professional development, in a 
statement.

In an interview, he said CAGC 
would focus on changing workers’ 
safety behavior this year, because 
although it’s important that workers 
receive training, it doesn’t matter if 
they don’t apply the training. 

)RU�H[DPSOH��KH�VDLG��´,I�\RX·UH�MXVW�
going to make one quick cut, it’s easy 
not to put those safety glasses on.” 

More training o!ered

Carolinas AGC is offering all of its 
courses at the same price for members 
DQG�QRQPHPEHUV�WKLV�\HDU�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�
time. Stricker said CAGC had offered 
VRPH�VSHFLÀF�FRXUVHV�LQ�SDVW�\HDUV��
such as trenching and excavations, at 
a lower price for members. 

The association will offer its work-
]RQH�WUDIÀF�FRQWURO�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�
IRU�IUHH�WKLV�\HDU��DQRWKHU�ÀUVW�IRU�WKH�
association.  

7KH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU·V�2FFX-
SDWLRQDO�6DIHW\�DQG�+HDOWK��26+��
'LYLVLRQ�LV�DOVR�VWHSSLQJ�XS�LWV�JDPH�
by targeting Hispanic construction 
workers and by focusing on the most 
common causes of construction fatali-
ties: falls and struck-bys. 

“We’ve been seeing a lot of struck-
bys, so we’re going to start populating 
our (training) calendar with struck-
E\V�µ�VDLG�:DQGD�/DJRH��WKH�26+�

'LYLVLRQ·V�HGXFDWLRQ��WUDLQLQJ�DQG�
technical assistance bureau chief. 

)DOOV�DQG�VWUXFN�E\V��WZR�RI�WKH�IRXU�
leading causes of construction-related 
accidents, accounted for 15 of the 18 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�IDWDOLWLHV�LQ�1RUWK�&DUR-
lina last year, and for six of the seven 
construction fatalities in the Charlotte 
region. Electrocution and getting 
caught in or between equipment are 
the other two leading causes of con-
VWUXFWLRQ�GHDWKV��WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�
of Labor refers to the categories as the 
“fatal four.”

In March, a construction worker in 
Union County suffered a fatal blow to 
the head from the bucket of a skid-
steer loader while working on a mod-
ular brick retaining wall. The loader 
backed up an incline, which tipped the 
bucket forward, slamming the worker’s 
head against the retaining wall. The 
force of the blow left the worker’s hard 
hat pinned between the bucket of the 
loader and the modular wall after he 
had collapsed. 

The most recent fatality in the 
&KDUORWWH�UHJLRQ�ZDV�LQ�'HFHPEHU��
when a construction worker in Lin-
coln County who was installing snow 
guards on a sloped metal roof slid from 
the peak of the roof and fell 22 feet 
LQWR�WKH�EXLOGLQJ·V�EDVHPHQW�²�ZKLFK�
was open and 11 feet deep. The worker 
was taken to the hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead. 

/DJRH�VDLG�WKH�26+�'LYLVLRQ�DG-
justs its training offerings every year 
WR�UHVSRQG�WR�VSHFLÀF�IDWDOLW\�FDXVHV��
but that making courses accessible to 
both  English and non-English speak-
ing construction workers has been a 
challenge. 

7KH�26+�'LYLVLRQ�UHFHQWO\�KLUHG�
two bilingual instructors, which will 
DOORZ�26+�WR�RIIHU�LWV�����DQG����
hour construction industry awareness 
course in both English and Spanish 
throughout the year, something it’s 
struggled to do in the past. 

“The reason we haven’t been able 
to offer (those courses) on a regular 
basis is because we don’t always have 
someone that can speak Spanish,” 

Lagoe said. 

Reaching across languages

7KH�26+�'LYLVLRQ�KDV�UHFHLYHG�KHOS�
from third parties in order to keep 
Hispanic construction workers safe-
ty-aware while off the job and out of 
the classroom as well. 

Starting in the fourth quarter of 
2014, Spanish broadcast television 
network Univision began airing public 
service announcements aimed specif-
ically at falls and struck-bys. The an-
nouncements were paid for by Builders 
Mutual Insurance Co. and Univision, 
and construction and development 
company Skanska USA Building and 
Univision have agreed to help fund the 
announcements through March.

“Also, in the public service an-
nouncements, there’s one that focus-
es on returning home to loved ones, 
because in the Hispanic community 
that’s an important message,” Lagoe 
said. 

Stricker said safety awareness 
will be a big focus for Carolinas AGC 
also this year. Carolinas AGC has an 
DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�1�&��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
Labor, and plans to renew its alliance 
ZLWK�WKH�6RXWK�&DUROLQD�'HSDUWPHQW�
of Labor, Licensing and Regulation 
this year, which had been inactive for 
two years. Stricker said the alliances 
work well for promoting training op-
portunities across state lines, especial-
ly because a lot of local contractors are 
active in both states. 

“It’ll be a cooperate effort,” he said. 
“They’ll promote stuff we’re doing, and 
we’ll promote stuff that they’re doing.” 

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WUDLQLQJ�
FRXUVHV�DYDLODEOH�WKURXJK�WKH�1�&��'H-
SDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��FDOO�������1&/$-
%25��DQG�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
Carolinas AGC’s training offerings, 
FRQWDFW�%LOO�6WULFNHU�DW���������������
H[W�������

City of Charlotte is currently 
requesting proposals for 

various Real Estate services.  

Visit our website at 
http://epmcontracts.charmeck.org/ 

for more details.


