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RenovationReport  Renovations to old textile building begin again

A 76-year-old elevator in the Dyestu! Commercial Lofts building was converted into a small lobby, and the elevator shaft remains intact, above left. Renovations of o"ce suites on 
the #rst $oor, which will be occupied by Coldwell Banker Commercial Meca, and its parent company, Meca Real Estate Services LLC, began last week, and are expected to be #nished 
by the #rst week of June, top right. The building’s lobby and staircase have many of its original features, including terrazzo $oors, porcelain tile walls and aluminum staircase hand-
rails, above right. Photos by Eric Dinkins

“Renovation Report” is a Mecklen-
EXUJ�7LPHV�SURÀOH�RI�D�SURSHUW\�EHLQJ�
renovated in the Charlotte area.

Address: 2459 Wilkinson Blvd., Charlotte
Architect: ai Design Group
Contractor: Doerre Construction Co. LLC
Space: 10,000 square feet

Cost: $700,000 
Construction Start: April 2015
Construction Finish:  June 2015

5HQRYDWLRQV�WKDW�EHJDQ�LQ������RQ�
a historic textile building on Wilkin-
son Boulevard in west Charlotte are 
ÀQDOO\�FRPLQJ�WR�IUXLWLRQ�IRU�&ROGZHOO�
Banker Commercial Meca, and its 
parent company, Meca Real Estate 
Services LLC. 

7KH��������VTXDUH�IRRW�EXLOGLQJ��
which is now named Dyestuff Com-
mercial Lofts, was built in 1939 and 
originally owned by General Dyestuff 
Corp., which produced dyes that were 
supplied to nearby textile mills. Most 
UHFHQWO\��6\QFRW�)LEHUV�,QF��RI�*DV-

ton County used the building to store 
scrap textile materials. 

,Q�������&ROGZHOO�%DQNHU�&RP-
mercial Meca formed Dyestuff LLC 
with Doerre Construction and Design 
Resource Group, and purchased the 
building with plans to renovate it and 
move in. Both Doerre Construction 
and Design Resource Group have since 
moved into the building, but the reces-
sion put Coldwell Banker Commercial 
Meca’s plans on hold. 

Rob Pressley, president of Coldwell 
Banker Commercial Meca, said that 
with the real estate industry back up 
and running, it was time for his com-
SDQ\�WR�PDNH�PRYHV�RQ�ÀQDOO\�ÀQLVK-
ing what it started. 

Renovations started last week for 
WKH�ÀUVW�ÁRRU�VSDFH�WKDW�&ROGZHOO�
Banker plans to move into, and are 
H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�FRPSOHWHG�E\�WKH�ÀUVW�
week of June. 

Half of the 10,000 square feet of 
VSDFH�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ÁRRU�ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�
the Coldwell Banker Commercial Me-

ca’s new headquarters, and the other 
half will be occupied by Meca Real 
Estate Services LLC. Coldwell Banker 
&RPPHUFLDO�0HFD·V�H[LVWLQJ�RIÀFHV�DUH�
on South Tryon Street in South End, 
and Pressley said that about half of 
the company’s 100 employees would be 
moving into the building. 

When the renovations began in 
������WKH�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�VWULSSHG��DOO�RI�
the exterior work was completed, and 
���RWKHU�WKDQ����EDUH�RIÀFH�VXLWHV����WKH�
interior work was completed. Some of 
that space will be leased to tenants, 
whom, Pressley said, will “upgrade the 
space accordingly,” Pressley said. 

,Q�RUGHU�WR�NHHS�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�
building grounded in its historical 
roots, the lobby’s original terrazzo 
ÁRRUV��SRUFHODLQ�WLOH�ZDOOV�DQG�DOXPL-
num staircase handrails were kept 
LQWDFW��DV�ZDV�D����\HDU�ROG�HOHYDWRU�
and elevator shaft that was converted 
into a lobby for an entrance added to 
the east side of the building.

Pressley described the aesthetic of 

the building as a “contrast between 
the old and the new,” and said that 
ZRXOG�DSSO\�WR�WKH�ÀUVW�ÁRRU�UHQRYD-
tions as well. 

The interior concrete and brick walls 
will remain exposed, and unique to the 
ÀUVW�ÁRRU�DUH�VWRQH�FROXPQV�WKDW�VXS-
port the building’s 18-foot ceilings.

´,W·V�D�EHDXWLIXO�H[DPSOH�RI�DUW�GH-
co-meets-Southern-style architecture,” 
Pressley said. 

The space will be furnished with 
*HUPDQ�PDQXIDFWXUHG�RIÀFH�IXUQLWXUH��
DQG�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�ÀYH�FRQIHUHQFH�URRPV��
a board room, a training room and a 
kitchen that will house one of two cus-
tom-made, farmhouse-style tables. The 
other table will be in the training room.

Pressley said he was excited to 
move the company into the Dyestuff 
Commercial Lofts for two reasons. 

´�,W·V��ÀQDOO\�UHDOL]LQJ�ZKDW�ZH�
envisioned six years ago, and the other 
is being able to accommodate our 
growing staff in a highly functional, 
ZHOO�ORFDWHG�RIÀFH�VSDFH�µ�KH�VDLG��


